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Introductions



Agenda

- Acknowledgement of Country and Introductions

- RES Overview

- Project Location and Design Ethos 

- Planning and Development Process

- Social Impact Assessment Process 

- Tallawang Solar Farm Project Parameters and Layout

- Tallawang Solar Farm Environmental Studies - Preliminary Results and Mitigations 

- Barneys Reef Wind Farm Project Parameters and Layout

- Barneys Reef Wind Farm Environmental Studies - Preliminary Results and Mitigations 

- What We Have Heard So Far through Community Consultation 

- Construction Planning 

- Shared Benefit Scheme

- Future Project Updates and Opportunities for Feedback

- Q&A 
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VProject located with in the Central West Orana REZ - one of 

several zones in NSWidentified for Renewable Energy 

investment and driven by Government to replace retiring 

thermal generators

VNew 500KV grid infrastructure proposed connecting into the 

backbone between Liddell and Wollar

VSite selected due to good wind and solar resources and 

compatible land use zoning

VGood road access, with transport routes selected utilising 

main access routes

VAvailability of land of a suitable scale for a viable 

commercial scale wind and solar farm project

Why Here?
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Both the Tallawang Solar Farm and Barneys Reef Wind 

Farm will trigger the SSD planning process in NSW

Social and environmental assessment studies are 

underway, including:

ï Noise

ï Visual 

ï Biodiversity

ï Aboriginal cultural heritage, incl Historic heritage

ïWater

ï Traffic

ï Social 

ï Economic

ï Soils 

ï Land Use Conflict

ï Hazard and Risk 

ï Cumulative effects

Planning and Development Process



Social Impact Assessment Process
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Å DPIE has recently released a Social Impact Assessment 

Guideline (2021) that provides direction on assessing the 

potential community and social impacts of State 

Significant Development projects across NSW

Å The SIA and community engagement program will be 

undertaken in parallel with the EIS process

Key 
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Local 

Government
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groups

Community 
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interest 
groups

Broader 
community

Local 
businesses and 

service 
providers

Local media

WHO WE ARE ENGAGING WITH



ÅThe proposed Barneys Reef Wind 

Farm is located approximately 

12km north of Gulgong;

Åwithin Mid -Western Regional 

Council, in the locality of Barneys 

Reef.

ÅThe proposed Tallawang Solar Farm 

which also includes battery storage 

is located 8 km northwest of 

Gulgong;

Åin the locality of Tallawang, also in 

the Mid-Western Regional Council.

Project Location



PROJECT PROGRESS

VEcological surveys completed, BDAR 

underway 

VLandscape and Visual assessment 

underway

VOther specialist assessments underway

VSocial Impact Assessment underway

VCommunity consultation underway

VConnection into the proposed 330kV 

network in the CW Orana

VBattery Storage included in Scoping 

Report

VScoping Report lodged mid July 2021, 

awaiting SEARs

VEIS is being prepared 

VTarget lodgement date is end of 2021.

TALLAWANG SOLAR FARM

Solar Capacity 500MW

Battery Storage 500MW/1000 MWh

Scoping Report Submission Q2 2021

Development Application and Environmental Impact Statement Q4 2021

Forecast Construction Date June 2023

Site Area 1,370 ha

Development Footprint Area 1,119 ha

Project Summary

VThe solar Farm Project Area has been designed to:

VExclude farm dams, creeks and drainage lines, Registered Aboriginal sites 

and heritage sites, large patches of remnant vegetation and exclude 

native vegetation where possible.

VIncludes ecological buffers from important habitat

VBuffers from involved dwellings

VA 500m buffer from Castlereagh Hwy which aims to minimise visual impact 

from local viewpoints

VSite access was moved from Puggoon Road to Castlereagh Hwyto improve 

traffic flow on local roads

LAYOUT



Draft Solar Farm layout
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The final solar farm layout submitted will be based on several detailed technical engineering and environmental studies, 

which will form part of the planning application, these include:

Å Visual Impact Assessment

Å Noise Assessment

Å Biodiversity Assessment

Å Aboriginal cultural heritage incl consultation with the Aboriginal community ðunderway, surveys expected to take place 

late Sept ðearly Oct 2021.

Å Historic heritage ðunderway, surveys to be undertaken in conjunction with archaeological surveys.

Å Economic impact assessment.

Å Hazard and Risk assessment, incl Bushfire Threat ðunderway.

Å Soils assessment incl soils sampling ðunderway.

Å Land Use ðunderway.

Å Water Resources incl hydrology, flooding, water quality ðunderway.

Å Waste Management.

Å Air quality and Greenhouse Gas ðdesktop reviews underway.

Å Cumulative Impacts.

RES has yet to finalise the solar farm design. We have a current layout. The design will evolve as RES undertake surveys, 

detailed assessmentsand receives feedback from the NSW Government, statutory consultees and the community.

Tallawang Solar Farm ðOther Specialist Assessments
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Approach
Undertake a landscape character and visual impact assessment which involves:

Å illustrating the potential viewing area to the Project (Yellow area)

Å assessing the impact to the landscape character; public viewpoints and private viewpoints; aerial 

viewpoint; cumulative impact and impact of glint, glare and lighting.

Preliminary Findings
Å Approx 50 private viewpoints and 10 public viewpoints have a view of part of the Project.

Å No viewpoint would view all the project elements.

ÅMost affected public viewpoint is PuggoonRoad.

Å Flirtation Hill and the Castlereagh Highway would have some views of the Project.

Å Some private viewpoints along sections of Whistons Lane would see transmission towers and lines 

within 1 km.

Å Private viewpoints within 2km would see the solar farm over the highest part of the site.

Å These findings are subject to further layout refinements and detailed assessment.

Management and Mitigation Measures
Subject to further design and detailed assessment, the following measures could be considered:

Å Targeted vegetation screening along PuggoonRoad around proposed substation.

Å Colour treatment (dark grey or other natural colours) of fixed structures to reduce visibility.

Tallawang Solar Farm ðVisual Impact Assessment

Computer generated model ïdoes not include 

trees and buildings which would limit visibility




